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“You can have your girlfriends in
your pocket,” Chong said. 

Dubbed a “blond bombshell” and
one of London’s most eligible start-
up CEOs by Real Business, Chong
got the idea for the network after a
particularly successful Valentine’s
Day date two years ago.

Frustrated with the amount of ef-
fort it took to spread the scoop to
her best friends (three phone calls,
two Skype sessions and dozens of
texts), she decided to create a plat-
form to share gossip in one go.

Chong’s network, which launched
Tuesday, not only attracted $1 mil-
lion in funding from high-profile
venture capitalists, but also gar-
nered her a visit from British Prime
Minister David Cameron last week
as part of his “tech city” initiative. 

The network could be an advertis-
ing goldmine if it attracts enough
users. It’s targeted at 18 to 35-year-
old women — the demographic
deemed social networking “power
users” by Pew Internet research. 

Chong envisions partnerships be-
tween the site and major brands
such as L’Oreal, in which users
would dish on mascara or lipstick.
Thousands of women from 69 coun-
tries have signed up since the launch,
Chong said. The average woman has
just 4 to 8 friends in her “inner cir-
cle,” Chong explained. Women can
send photos, texts and polls to their
BFFs to get immediate advice.

The most popular feature is un-
doubtedly Wikidate, where women
rate the men in their lives and pub-
lish their opinions for all to see —
without the men’s knowledge. 

“It’s the intrigue and interest —
sex sells,” Chong said. 

While hundreds of poor men have
already been outed as bad kissers,
Chong defends the tool. Such evalu-
ations happen anyway and the ques-
tions are “lighthearted,” she said.

“The balance is trying to make
sure it’s not an evil tool — it’s not
going to ruin anyone’s life,” she said. 

Men can request to have their re-
views removed, Chong said, and the
site does not allow for public com-
menting on men’s profiles. Luluvise
is incorporated in the U.S. and oper-
ates within its privacy laws, Chong
added. 

Canada’s privacy commissioner
has yet to look into Luluvise, said
spokeswoman Anne-Marie Hay-
den, but referenced the office’s
high-profile tiff with Facebook. 

“Two significant themes that
came out of the Facebook investiga-
tion were transparency and con-
trol,” Hayden said. “Does it give in-
dividuals the ability to control per-
sonal information about them on
the site?” she said.

Although Wikidates is the “pull”
to the site, Chong believes women
will stay for the meaningful and ef-
ficient interactions with their clos-
est friends. 

“It’s going to catch on like fire for
sure,” said John Pliniussen, associ-
ate professor of Internet marketing
and innovation at the Queen’s
School of Business.

He drew parallels between Lulu-
vise and Facebook’s origins. Face-
book was originally a site where
people could vote on who was more
attractive. Harvard forced Mark
Zuckerberg to shut it down.

But the real question, Pliniussen
added, is whether Luluvise can con-
vince women to stay once the nov-
elty wears off. 

Men can
ask to
have their
reviews
removed
LULUVISE from A1

Alexandra Chong, founder of the women-only social network, Luluvise.
Members on Luluvise.com can use the Wikidate feature to rate men in
several romantic categories, including their kissing prowess.

“The balance is trying to
make sure it’s not an evil
tool — it’s not going to
ruin anyone’s life.” 
ALEXANDRA CHONG, 
CREATOR OF LULUVISE.COM

5 Pc.Wood
Wine Box Set
Reg. $19.99

3 Pc. Cutting Board Set
Reg. $24.99

Revolving Spice Rack
Reg. $24.99

Coffee Press 1 L
Reg. $23.99

4 Pc. Flared Canisters Set
Reg. $24.99
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SAVE UP TO 60%

Roaster with Rack
Reg. $49.99 Now $29.99

Cuisinart
Coffee Maker
Reg. $119.99
Now $89.99

15 Pc.
Cuisinart
Blender Set
Reg. $89.99
Now $69.99

Cotton Candy Maker
Reg. $59.99 Now $49.99

10 Pc. Cuisinart Non-Stick Cookware Set
Reg. $199.99 Now $99.99

Cuisinart 5 in 1 Griddler
Reg. $119.99 Now $99.99

Oster Hand Blender
Reg. $39.99 Now $19.99

Oxo Salad Spinner 8”
Reg. $35.99 Now $24.99
Choice of 2 sizes

Oh what
fun it is to save!

Prices even the Grinch would approve
Kitchen Stuff Plus is your holiday headquarters with everything you

need to mingle, jingle, dip, sip, wrap-up, ring-in and light-up this holiday
season! Take the guesswork out of gifting, entertaining, decorating,

baking and cooking and shop Kitchen Stuff Plus for all your holiday needs.

Plus...with prices up to 60% off, our great deals
will always get cheers!

see belowfor details

SAVE
$100

$9999
NOW

SAVE
$80

$5999
NOW

SAVE $50$9999
NOW

Lever
Corkscrew
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Salad Spinner
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3 Pc. Tealight
Holder Set
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6 Pc. Henckels

Berlin Knife

Block Set
Reg. $139.99

Now $59.99

DeLonghi
Espresso
Machine
Reg. $149.99
Now $99.99

shop at www.kitchenstuffplus.comPRICES VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 25, 2011

*Receive one $20 Money Card with every $50 you spend (on product purchases, before taxes, excluding gift cards) at Kitchen Stuff Plus now
through December 24, 2011. Redeem one $20 Money Card with every $75 or more you spend (before taxes, some exclusions apply) at Kitchen
Stuff Plus between January 2 – 31, 2012. See online for details.
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 Switch to our automatic payment  Switch to our automatic payment 
 methods using your credit card, and  methods using your credit card, and 

 stop scrambling around for payments. stop scrambling around for payments.

 (416) 367-4500 (416) 367-4500
 Outside the GTA: 1-800-268-9213 Outside the GTA: 1-800-268-9213


