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Your movie-going mission
One is noisily high-tech, the other
quietly old school. We help you decide
which new spy movie to see, E1

OOnnttaarriioo oonn nnoottiiccee Moody’s slaps negative outlook on province’s debt, signalling risk of credit downgrade, AA66

Video bingo, with all the bells and whis-
tles of casino-style games and jackpots
up to $5,000, may be coming to a neigh-
bourhood near you.

As traditional charity bingo halls, with
their tumbling balls, number cards and
syrupy-voiced callers, go the way of all
things analog, the Ontario Lottery and
Gaming Corp. is pushing cities to get on
board with video bingo.

The hope is to save a dying business
and the much-needed profits it brings
to charities. 

But addiction experts worry that con-
verting old-time bingo halls to video
bingo could make problem gambling an
even bigger issue.

“We haven’t moved with the times,”
says Peter Howard, GM of Meadowvale
Bingo, a hall in Mississauga that has
seen revenues drop 10 per cent a year.
“It’s not just us, it’s the entire industry. 

“If we don’t move forward with this, we
won’t exist in three or four years.”

BINGO continued on A18
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OLG set to
gamble on
video bingo 
As bingo halls struggle,
critics say high-tech game
will increase addiction
SAN GREWAL 
URBAN AFFAIRS REPORTER

Two of the country’s most prominent
unions are quietly holding merger talks
in what could become the biggest con-
solidation in Canadian labour history. 

In a response to harder times for orga-
nized labour in a tough economy, lead-
ers of the Canadian Auto Workers union
and the Communications, Energy and
Paperworkers union revealed Thursday
that discussions have started and will
probably accelerate during the next few
months.

“There’s a lot of work left to do,” CAW
president Ken Lewenza said in an in-
terview Thursday. “We’re moving along,
but we’re still at a preliminary stage and
far off from a deal.”

Labour watchers say a new union be-
tween the CAW, which represents
about 200,000 workers, and CEP, which
has about 125,000 members, would
mark the biggest single merger in the
history of the Canadian labour move-
ment.

CAW eyes
blockbuster
merger 
Consolidation with CEP
union could be largest 
in Canadian history 
TONY VAN ALPHEN 
STAFF REPORTER

MERGER continued on A14

First step, kiss. Second step, tell. 
Ladies can now share all their salacious dating details with

their closest girlfriends on Luluvise.com, a social network
exclusively for women. 

And in a gimmick that should make any man with a Face-
book account sweat, women can rate the men they’ve dated
on their manners, attractiveness and sexual prowess — with
all results displayed publicly.

The brainchild of Canadian-raised entrepreneur Alexandra
Chong, 30, Luluvise (Lulu for her nickname and vise for
advise) aims to mimic the patterns of close female bonds
online. “Life is pretty fast-paced and it’s just tougher to get
together,” Chong said in an interview from London, England.
Luluvise gives women that experience online, and in a few
weeks, on a mobile app. 

Like Facebook on
a girl’s night out 
Gossipy new site for women’s eyes only
EMILY JACKSON 
STAFF REPORTER

LULUVISE continued on A12

I’m in awe of people like Eva Alarcon. Absolutely fearless
people.

Eva told me almost a decade ago her fate would probably be
the same as other murdered political activists in Mexico. Her
battleground was Guerrero, one of the bloodiest states in a
bloody republic — and the death threats had already begun.

But would Eva stop fighting for justice? 
Not a chance.
She’s a big woman with a mournful face, a descendant of

black slaves who’s had a tough life. But she seems invincible,
the kind of person you turn to in a crisis. Nothing could ever
happen to Eva.

Maybe the worst hasn’t happened. Maybe her prediction
was wrong and she’s still alive. But since her abduction, her
fate looks increasingly bleak.

Nine days ago, about 20 armed thugs hauled her and col-
league Marcial Bautista off a bus travelling to Mexico City. 

Fearless Mexican
foretold her fate

LINDA
DIEBEL

ABDUCTED continued on A21

Experts weigh in on how the struggling
BlackBerry maker can get its groove back
in 2012 after outlook darkens with delay
of smartphones, B1

11 RESOLUTIONS FOR
RIM IN THE NEW YEAR

After hedging his bets on campaign
promise to repeal levy, mayor suggests 
it will be reduced in 2012, despite an
uphill battle for votes on council, GT1

FORD TAKES AIM AT
LAND TRANSFER TAX 

Ten thousand “open work permits” have been issued to
foreign caregivers across Canada in a move one activist said
frees them from bondage and slavery.

Immigration Minister Jason Kenney’s orders came in re-
sponse to a year-long Star investigation that found foreign
nannies were treated like servants and forced to stay with one
employer. Often, their passports were held by families that
hired them, paying wages far below the poverty line.

“Finally they are released from bondage, the bondage of

poverty, slavery and neglect,” said Terry
Olayta, coordinator of the Toronto
Caregiver Resource Centre. 

She said the average nanny nets about
$250 a week.

“If we truly want to eliminate poverty,
if we really want to eliminate neglect,
exploitation and slavery, that is the
thing to do — expedite their open work
permits.”

Until the federal immigration depart-

STAR GETS ACTION

Nannies win work freedom
Following Star investigation, caregivers waiting
for residency can leave employer, seek new job
DALE BRAZAO AND RICHARD J. BRENNAN 
STAFF REPORTERS

ment’s move, caregivers had to wait as
long as two years for an open permit.
Many were kept in abusive and exploit-
ive work situations and forced to live in
their employer’s home long after their
original contract ended.

With an open permit, granted after
their work requirements under the fed-
eral Live-In Caregiver program are met,
caregivers are now free to take another
job and move out of their sponsor’s
homes while they wait for a decision on
their applications for permanent resi-
dency.

NANNIES continued on A14

T.O. ZOO MOURNS — AGAIN
Devastation as male tiger kills beloved Brytne, GT1

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Zookeepers had been working for six months to introduce 13-year-old Brytne and 3-year-old
Harimau Kayu into the same habitat so they could mate, but the brief courtship ended
tragically Thursday after a fight between the Sumatran tigers left Brytne with a crushed larynx.
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